
 
            Public Notice of the Town of Winterport 

is hereby given that the Town Council 
will hold a meeting on January 3, 2017 at 7:00 PM 

in the Town Office, 20 School Street 
to consider the following: 

 

 
MINUTES 

 
Call to Order 
Chair Stephen Cooper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call Attendance 
Councilors in attendance were Stephen Cooper, Ann Ronco, Steve Clisham, Philip Foley, with Corey 
Ginn being excused.  Others in attendance were Joe Tyler, Ralph Cole, Scott Preston, Kristin Clark, 
Annaleis Hafford, Peter Rioux, Steven Long, David Nason, and Town Manager Phillip G. Pitula. 
 
Consent Agenda (items marked with an asterisk *) 
Steve Clisham moved and Ann Ronco seconded to approve the consent agenda as presented.  The 
motion PASSED unanimously. 
 
Adopt Agenda 
Philip Foley moved and Ann Ronco seconded to adopt the agenda as presented.  The motion PASSED 
unanimously. 
 
Financial Reports:   

January 17, 2017 January 31, 2017 
YTD expenditures/revenue & budget bal.  
Monthly(Regular Format)Quarterly (New Format) 

Gen Fund Cash Position, Reserves, Trusts, 
and Investments 

Gen. Fund Gen. Ledger Summary (Detail New) Current Year Property Tax 
 Liens & Foreclosures Status 

 

Payroll and Invoice Warrants 
A. Payroll through Sunday, January 1, 2017 – Ann Ronco moved and Philip Foley seconded to approve 

the payroll through Sunday, January 1, 2017.  The motion PASSED unanimously. 
B. Invoices through Monday, January 2, 2017 – Ann Ronco moved and Philip Foley seconded to 

approve the invoices through Monday, January 2, 2017.  The motion PASSED unanimously. 
 

Guest Speakers & Committee Reports – N/A 
Input from Citizens on Unscheduled Items – Joe Tyler wanted the Council to know that the patching 
of the runway where L.E. Myers staged had been taken care of in October.  Town Manager Pitula stated 
that he was not aware that this was done and would have to check in the Spring after the snow is gone.  
Scott Preston (Wellman Paving) was checking in and discussed the amount of sand used so far this 
winter.  He stated that they had been out 18 times so far this year and that the freezing rain situations 
have really eaten up much of the sand pile.  Joe Tyler asked about the sand that was used for the Water 
District when a water line broke and Scott Preston told him that the District was billed for that sand and 
it did not come from the Town’s stockpile.  Joe Tyler also asked about sand for the public to use and 
Town Manager Pitula explained that the Council had stopped that practice years ago due to abuse and 
also that the practice itself is illegal as we cannot pay for things used on someone’s private property and 
the sand and salt is purchased for the roads.  Manager Pitula also stated that some contractors had 
donated sand in the past few years but so far this year no one has made an offer to do so.  David Nason 
asked how this differs from the Fire Department filling people’s swimming pools and Manager Pitula 
stated that the people pay for the water and make a donation to the Fire and Rescue Association so that 



there is no cost to our taxpayers.  Steve Clisham did not feel that the taxpayers should foot the bill for 
providing sand for someone’s personal property.  For complete discussion refer to audio.  
  

Town Manager Presentation  
 

Schedule of Meetings 
A.  Regular meeting of January 17, 2017 at Town Office, 7:00 PM.* 

 
Accept Minutes 
A. Council Minutes December 20, 2016 – (signature book) – Ann Ronco moved and Philip Foley seconded to 

accept the minutes of the Council meeting of December 20, 2016 as presented.  The motion 
PASSED unanimously. 

 
Scheduled Items: 
Old Business 

A. Ready for Consideration 
1. Municipal Building Committee 

A. Municipal Building – Pricing of Buildings for sale (Ronco). Lewis & Malm 
report, site visit 1/3/17 – Councilor Ronco asked the Council which way they 
wanted to go for determining the pricing for the sale of the old Town Office, 
Fire Station, and Parking Lot, use the Assessors value or have a Commercial 
appraisal done.  Joe Tyler stated that commercial appraisals cost approximately 
5K and he did not think it was worth the money.  Town Manager Pitula pointed 
out that at the last meeting Scott Preston related how his bank did not use the 
commercial Appraisal he had done as there were not good comparables in this 
area.  Manager Pitula also stated that he had quotes from Appraisers ranging 
from 1.5K to 3.5K for conducting a Commercial appraisal.  He went on to state 
that he thought the value the Assessors assign plus additional monies for market 
value would be the way to go.  Ann Ronco pointed out that we could also get a 
“Letter of Opinion of Value” from an appraiser for approximately $500.00.  
Philip Foley moved and Stephen Cooper seconded to put these properties out to 
bid using the Assessors valuation as a minimum bid starting point.  During 
discussion Steve Clisham pointed out that we need to get the property at the Fire 
Department surveyed and staked out delineating the property to be sold with the 
Fire Station and that of which the Treatment plant sits on.  Annaleis Hafford 
(Winterport Water District) presented to the Council a survey they had done on 
this property by Darrell Ginn with the documentation of their 100 year lease 
with the town.  She stated that the embankment would be a natural divide of the 
existing property concurring with Councilor Clisham’s comment.  Town 
Manager Pitula stated that he would follow up with Darrell and have that 
property staked out at those points and divided for the sale.  The motion 
PASSED unanimously.  For complete discussion refer to audio. 

B. Winterport Sewerage Treatment Plant Information – (Continued) – Annaleis 
Hafford Update – Annaleis informed the Council that funds for the proposed 
new treatment facility are next to non existent and that they have applied for a 
couple of grants but were disqualified due to the average yearly income of 
Winterport residents.  There will be some Bond monies available for projects of 
these types within the next year from the Federal Government and the State and 
they hope Winterport could be the recipient of a portion of those funds.  
Annaleis also made the Council aware of a lead testing program for the school 
systems and was looking to the Council for guidance on whether or not they 
should approach the schools.  Manager Pitula asked who was behind this 
program to which Annaleis responded Maine Rural Water.  Councilor Clisham 
asked if the Hampden Water district is doing something like this in Hampden 
and asked Annaleis to follow up with them and report back to the Council.  
Councilor Foley asked what other maintenance is being conducted at the 



treatment plant and if the Water District was going to submit a bid on the Fire 
Department property and if so how it would effect the rate payers.  Steve Long 
(Water District Trustee Chair) stated that they had discussed that possibility but 
only if the price was very low.  Manager Pitula stated that at a meeting with the 
District and Bill Olver we briefly touched on this but that they really did not 
need the land to build the secondary treatment plant being planned and that the 
Town should maximize the amount of money possible with the sale of this 
property.  For complete discussion refer to audio. 

 
B. Pending further action 

 

New Business 
1. Library Request – Paypal Link on Town Web Page – Tabled Councilors – Councilor 

Ronco moved and Councilor Cooper seconded to take this item off the table.  The 
motion PASSED unanimously.  Councilor Ronco mentioned that we provide links for 
the State and Town for getting burn permits, registrations, etc., and she was 
wondering what the difference would be to provide a link for the Library.  Manager 
Pitula mentioned that all of these items were town business related and we do not 
supply payment type links for any other non-profits or businesses.  Councilor Foley 
stated that when looking at the Facebook site for the Library they do not give much 
information as to what the funds are being raised for and to him it just seemed like a 
general fund raising request and needs more information.  Town Manager Pitula had 
exchanged emails with librarian Mary Lester and made her aware that the Council 
wanted to have some questions answered and that someone from the Library board 
should come to the meeting and he was surprised that no one attended.  At this time 
the Council decided not to take any action on this request.  For complete discussion 
refer to audio. 

2. Quitclaim Deed – Account #2069 – Philip Foley moved and Steve Clisham seconded 
to sign the Quitclaim deed for account #2069.  The motion PASSED unanimously. 

3. Retail Marijuana Stores & Social Clubs – Proposal for Moratorium Ordinance 
(Councilor Ronco) – Councilor Ronco has concerns over just how this law will be 
enacted and has spoken to our State Senator Michael Thibodeau asking how the State 
will handle this.  She also provided information on other Municipalities that have 
proposed a moratorium on the implementation of the law.  Town Manager Pitula 
provided the Council with information on how, should they choose to, put such a 
moratorium in place which is actually an ordinance which would require a public 
hearing and an actual written document to be viewed by the residents of our Town. 
Senator Thibodeau told her that they are looking into delaying this law in order to 
iron out the many questions it raises.  Councilor Ronco has concerns around testing of 
individuals who operate equipment and whether or not a test would pinpoint when 
something was used as THC stays in someone’s system for a long time and they 
might not be impaired at the moment but still show signs of usage.  Scott Preston 
stated that his company attended a training on this and THC can last for 30 days in 
someone’s system and they are trying to determine just how to proceed.  Councilor 
Foley thought we should wait for the State to determine what they are going to do 
before we take any action on a local level.  Manager Pitula questioned whether or not 
in this law it gave Municipalities the legal means to delay or toughen an ordinance 
similar to say “Shoreland zoning” where we have to adopt the State standard as a 
minimum.  Councilor Clisham suggested that the town manager contact MMA’s legal 
department to get their opinion on what options if any the town has.  By Consensus 
the Council voted to continue this until the next meeting until we have that opinion 
from MMA.  For complete discussion refer to audio. 

 
 
 



Legal:   
Appointments: 
 Conservation Committee – One Vacancy - Noted 
 
Correspondence/Significant Items 
 Outgoing 

1.  
2.   
3.   
4.                                                                                                                                                                                  
 

Incoming 
1. CMP – Reliable Electricity Service Tree Trimming - Noted 
2. WCAP – Thank you note - Noted 
3.  

 
 
Minutes/Agendas:  

1. Winterport Water District Trustees – Meeting minutes 10/12/2016 - Noted 
2. Winterport Water District Trustees - Meeting minutes 11/26/2016 - Noted 
3. RSU#22 – Board of Directors meeting January 4, 2017 - Noted 

 
Communications: 

A. Town Manager’s Report - Noted 
B. Response to Council Questions – N/A 
C. Council Comments -None 

 
Signatures:  

Executive Session:   

Adjourn:  Ann Ronco moved and Philip Foley seconded to adjourn at 8:25 p.m.  The motion PASSED 
unanimously. 

 
 
NOTE:   
Dates & Time of other meetings between January 3, 2017 & January 17, 2017 
Meetings:  Water District Trustees 1/9/17 
Training & Days Off:   
 
 
 
____________________________________________        ___________________________________ 
Stephen Cooper                                                                      Ann Ronco 
 
 
____________________________________________       ____________________________________ 
Steven Clisham                                                                      Corey Ginn 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
Philip Foley  


