
 
            Public Notice of the Town of Winterport 

is hereby given that the Town Council 
will hold a meeting on January 31, 2017 at 7:00 PM 

in the Town Office, 20 School Street 
to consider the following: 

 

 
MINUTES 

 
Call to Order 
Chair Ann Ronco called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call Attendance 
Councilors in attendance were Ann Ronco, Stephen Cooper, Steven Clisham, Corey Ginn, with Philip 
Foley being excused.  Others in attendance were Michael Morris, Cara Pelletier, Joe Tyler, Joe Brooks, 
Tracy Gran, Greg & April DaSilva, Kelly Hull, Larry White, Melinda White, Peter Rioux, David Nason, 
and Town Manager Phillip G. Pitula. 
 
Consent Agenda (items marked with an asterisk *) 
Stephen Cooper moved and Steve Clisham seconded to approve the consent agenda as presented.  The 
motion PASSED unanimously. 
 
Adopt Agenda 
Stephen Cooper moved and Corey Ginn seconded to adopt the agenda as presented.  The motion 
PASSED unanimously. 
 
Financial Reports:   

January 17 2017 January 31, 2017 
YTD expenditures/revenue & budget bal.  
Monthly(Regular Format)Quarterly (New Format) 

Gen Fund Cash Position, Reserves, Trusts, 
and Investments 

Gen. Fund Gen. Ledger Summary (Detail New) Current Year Property Tax 
 Liens & Foreclosures Status 

 

Payroll and Invoice Warrants 
A. Payroll through Sunday, January 29, 2017 – Corey Ginn moved and Steven Clisham seconded to 

approve the payroll through Sunday, January 29, 2017.  The motion PASSED unanimously. 
B. Invoices through Monday, January 30, 2017 – Stephen Cooper moved and Corey Ginn seconded to 

approve the invoices through Monday, January 30, 2017.  The motion PASSED unanimously. 
 

Guest Speakers & Committee Reports 
Input from Citizens on Unscheduled Items 
Greg DaSilva felt that at the last Town Council meeting the discussion on the possible dedication of a 
building did not go well and that the Council was not listening to what the people were presenting.  He 
felt that the Council back peddled and they were more concerned about having their decision challenged.  
Councilor Stephen Cooper stated that all the Council was doing was stating that at this point they were 
not considering a dedication and it was not their intent to put anyone down or taking away their legal 
rights to pursue another course.  He further stated this was nothing against the individual who has been 
put forward as a dedicatee but he felt there was no fair way to determine who should or should not be 
considered.  Greg DaSilva further stated that he thought the Council was being obstructive and did not 
handle the entire matter well especially with the post on Facebook by Councilor Cooper about it being 
hurtful that the Councils decision was no respected.  Again Councilor Cooper reiterated that it was not 
their intent to be obstructive and that there was no rush to do something of this nature.  Others wanted to 
voice their opinion but Town Manager Pitula pointed out to Chair Ann Ronco that further discussion on 
this topic should take place under the agenda line item under Old Business.  Chair Ronco asked if 



anyone had anything different to bring up?  Larry White asked if the note he gave the Manager was 
sufficient for the snowmobile club to receive their funds?  Town manager Phillip Pitula stated it was and 
it was on tonights accounts payable warrant.  Mr. White went on to say that in the eight years that he has 
been president of the club he never had to request the funds and was told that funds that did not get paid 
out in the past could not be obtained.  Town Manager Pitula stated that all groups that have funds voted 
on at town meeting are required to write to ask for those funds so we have a paper trail and that the 
funds get to the correct person within that organization.  Mr. White wanted proof that he has provided a 
request in the past and Chair Ronco told him that now he knows the procedure to follow and to move on 
from there.  Kelly Hull told the Council that this year she will be the director for the Pants on Fire 5K 
run to be held on June 17th.  She pointed out the success of the previous races and that last year they 
were able to raise $2,600.00.  This year’ proceeds will again go to the Fire & Rescue Association with a 
new allocation to the Winterport Library.  For complete discussion refer to audio. 
  

Town Manager Presentation – N/A 
 

Schedule of Meetings 
A.  Regular meeting of February 14, 2017 at Town Office, 7:00 PM.* 

 
Accept Minutes 
A. Council Minutes January 17, 2017 – (signature book) – Steven Clisham moved and Corey Ginn seconded 

to accept the minutes of January 17, 2017 as presented.  The motion PASSED unanimously. 
 

Scheduled Items: 
Old Business 

A. Ready for Consideration 
1. Municipal Building Committee 

A. Municipal Building – Lewis & Malm report, - Salvaged material tally, January 
site visit – Town Manager Pitula pointed out the salvaged material that we have 
from the old doctors office and that we would sell what we could with the 
money going towards the project.  

B. Winterport Sewerage Treatment Plant Information – (Continued) –  
B. Pending further action 

 

New Business 
1. Warrant Article Request – Tracy Gran Sr. – Ann Ronco moved and Steven Clisham 

seconded to remove this item from the table.  The motion PASSED unanimously. 
Tracy Gran stated that it was not his intent to disgrace the Council or cause problems 
if they decide not to dedicate the building but that he will proceed to the next step of 
the petititon process.  Joe Tyler stated why not just have it stay as the Winterport 
Municipal Building and have a placque with peoples names on it who have worked 
hard and done good things for the town.  Peter Rioux said he signed the petition but 
why not put it off for a year as the building is not yet finished.  Tracy Gran said he 
does not understand the problem as one individual has provided 53 years of service to 
the town and if we did not name buildings after individuals we would not have the 
Samuel Wagner or Smith School as the names of the school buildings or the 
Creighton Parker Fire Station.  He said he canvassed the town from outback to river 
front and has met a lot of great people who want to honor this man in this way.  Chair 
Ronco asked Tracy if he just meant to name the fire station or the whole complex 
after this individual.  Tracy answered just the fire station.  He has no problems with 
also having an honor roll listing of other individuals and hates to see it become an 
issue and if others have different names let them go to the petition process also.  
Councilor Cooper stated that they never said it would never be dedicated and it felt 
like they were forcing the issue on this and not respecting the Council.  Joe Brooks 
stated they would never castigate the Council for a decision they have made which is 
their right to do as he has served in that position in the past.  Councilor Cooper further 
stated that they are making it sound like this is the only individual to choose from and 



felt other people might feel differently and have other names in mind.  Joe Brooks 
state no matter what they have the right to pursue this course as would others if they 
so choose.  Councilor Clisham felt that we were going round and round on this issue 
and that other considerations might crop up.  He wondered whether or not we should 
advertise this for someone to donate money to in order to have their name on the 
building like Bangor did with the Cross Center.  Chair Ronco asked Mr. Gran if they 
would consider waiting a year until the building is occupied and running to which he 
responded I would rather not.  He felt that they were not shoving it down anyone’s 
throat but wants the Council to decide one way or the other so that they can continue 
the process.  Joe Brooks pointed out that there is a deadline to meet in order to have 
this on the Warrant in June.  Greg DaSilva asked if the Manage could clear up the 
actual time frame needed for this to which Town Manager Pitula stated that 
everything would have to be in place before the first Council Meeting in May at 
which time the Warrant is read and approved by the Council and Budget Committee.  
Peter Rioux asked if they had enough signatures on their petition.  Tracy Gran stated 
the requirement based on a percentage of the last gubernatorial election and that they 
have surpassed that amount.  Both Councilor Ronco and Clisham asked about having 
this as a referendum on the Tuesday election before town meeting.  Councilor 
Clisham stated it would be an Australian Ballot and could include others that people 
nominated.  Tracy Gran stated he wanted this at town meeting so that people could 
discuss it and have input.  Greg DaSilva stated he did not agree with having this at the 
open town meeting as it could be very divisive and take a long time.  Peter Rioux also 
stated that this could become embarrassing at a town meeting and that maybe a vote 
on Tuesday would be better.  Chair Ronco called to move forward with a decision as 
the rest of the agenda needs to be addressed.  Stephen Cooper moved and Corey Ginn 
seconded to abide by the original decision and not dedicate the building.  The motion 
PASSED unanimously.  Town Manager Pitula asked the Council for a clearer 
direction as to how this should be handled with the individual who originally brought 
this possibility up but with another name in mind and whether he should be informed 
along with the rest of the Towns residents.  Councilor Cooper felt we should let him 
know.  Joe Brooks and Tracy Gran both voiced their concern with it being brought up 
to the populace and stated they are not trying to hide a vote but if others felt so 
motivated they should do this on their own.  For complete discussion refer to audio.  

2. Retail Marijuana Stores & Social Clubs – Review Draft Proposal for Moratorium 
Ordinance  - Town Manager Pitula had provided language for an ordinance to the 
Council and also made them aware that the State had passed their own moratorium on 
the retails sales part of this law until February 2018 and wondered if we should wait 
until that time before the Town did anything.  Steven Clisham moved and Corey Ginn 
seconded not to impose our own ordinance at this time and follow the States own 
moratorium.  The motion PASSED unanimously.  For complete discussion refer to 
audio.  

3. Noise Ordinance Request – Michael Morris – Mr. Morris related how the dumpster at 
the apartment building next to his home was being emptied between 3 & 4 in the 
morning disturbing the neighborhood and felt we should have an ordinance banning 
this practice anytime before 7 a.m.  Chair Ronco asked him who the hauler was and 
whether or not he had spoken with them and the apartment owner.  Mr. Morris stated 
it was Casella and that he had called them but got no response to his request.  
Councilor Clisham felt that this might fall under our existing Nuisance ordinance 
used for barking dogs which is required by the State.  David Nason said that this 
should be handled by the Sheriffs Department as a domestic disturbance.  Councilor 
Clisham asked the manager to research this in correlation to our barking dog 
ordinance and also maybe contact Casella.  Manager Pitula stated he would look into 
it but does not remember any language pertaining to other noises in this ordinance.  
Ann Ronco moved and Stephen Cooper seconded to table this until their next 



meeting.  The motion PASSED unanimously.  For complete discussion refer to 
audio. 

4. Quit Claim Deed – Acct #2311 & #2069 – Stephen Cooper moved and Corey Ginn 
seconded to sign the Quit Claim Deeds for Acct #2311 & 2069.  The  motion 
PASSED unanimously.  

5. Waldo County Hazard Mitigation Plan – Dale Rowley Waldo EMA Director – Steven 
Clisham moved and Corey Ginn seconded to sign the Waldo County Hazard 
Mitigation Plan.  The motion PASSED unanimously. 

6. State of Maine Car Dealer License – Jerry Tracy DBA Jay’s Garage – Stephen 
Cooper moved and Steven Clisham seconded to have the town manager sign the 
application for the Car Dealer License for Jay’s Garage.  During discussion Councilor 
Ginn asked if the items the CEO cited in his report had been addressed and Town 
manager Pitula stated he would make sure of that before the document is sent to the 
State.  The motion PASSED 3 for 1 Against (Ginn) 

7.  
 
Legal:   
Appointments: 
 Conservation Committee – One Vacancy 
 
Correspondence/Significant Items 
 Outgoing 

1. CEO Luke Chiavelli – Log file and Plumbing Permit Reporting - Noted 
2.                                                                                                                                                                               
 

Incoming 
1. Senator Thibodeau – MDOT biennium work plan - Noted 
2. 

 
Minutes/Agendas:  

1. Waldo County Commissioners – Court Session Minutes December 8, 2016 - Noted 
2. Waldo County Commissioners – Court Session Minutes January 4, 2017 - Noted 
3. Waldo County Commissioners – Meeting Agenda February, 1, 2017 - Noted 
4. RSU #22 – Board of Directors Meeting February 1, 2017 - Noted 
5. W.A.B.A. – Meeting Schedule January through December 2017 - Noted 

 
Communications: 

A. Town Manager’s Report - Noted 
B. Response to Council Questions – N/A 
C. Council Comments – Councilor Clisham would like an update on the fire truck repairs.  He 

also commented that selling the town office property separately from the parking lot could 
effect the price we receive for the building.  He also wondered about the parking at the new 
town office and stated that DOT controls Route 1A.  Town Manager Pitula stated that there is 
additional parking at the back of the lot at the new site and that DOT never had a problem 
with parking on RTE 1A when the Fountain House was in operation.  There were no other 
comments. 

 
Signatures:  

Executive Session:   

Adjourn:  Stephen Cooper moved and Corey Ginn seconded to adjourn at 8:10 p.m.  The motion 
PASSED unanimously. 

 
 



NOTE:   
Dates & Time of other meetings between January 31, 2017 & February 7, 2017 
Meetings:   
Training & Days Off:   
 
 
 
_________________________________________         ___________________________________ 
Ann Ronco                                                                          Stephen Cooper 
 
 
 
_________________________________________         _____________________________________ 
Steven Clisham                                                                   Corey Ginn 
 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Philip Foley 


