
 
 

            Public Notice of the Town of Winterport 
is hereby given that the Town Council 

will hold a meeting on July 31, 2018 at 7:00 PM 
in the Town Office, 44 Main Street 

to consider the following: 
 

 
MINUTES 

 
 

Call to Order 
Chair Stephen Cooper called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Roll Call Attendance 
Councilors in attendance were Stephen Cooper, Steven Clisham, Corey Ginn, Peter Rioux, with Ann 
Ronco arriving late.  Others in attendance were Mary Anne Royal, Joe Tyler, Jake Metzler, Katherine 
Collins, Reggie Rancourt, Richard Phillips, Jason Patterson, David Nason, Kate Grossman, Luke 
Chiavellie, Phil Higgins, Darryl Parker, Tanya Lubansky, and Town Clerk Maureen Black, covering for 
Town Manager Phillip Pitula who was on vacation, as Meeting Scribe. 
 
Consent Agenda (items marked with an asterisk *) 
Peter Rioux moved and Corey Ginn seconded to accept the consent agenda as presented.  The motion 
PASSED unanimously. 
 
Adopt Agenda 
Peter Rioux moved and Corey Ginn seconded to adopt the agenda as presented.  The motion PASSED 
unanimously. 
 
Financial Reports:   

July 17, 2018 July 31, 2018 
YTD expenditures/revenue & budget bal.  
Monthly(Regular Format)Quarterly (New Format) 

Gen Fund Cash Position, Reserves, Trusts, 
and Investments 

Gen. Fund Gen. Ledger Summary (Detail New) Current Year Property Tax 
 Liens & Foreclosures Status 

 

Payroll and Invoice Warrants 
A. Payroll through Sunday, July 29, 2018 – Corey Ginn moved and Peter Rioux seconded to approve 

the payroll through Sunday, July 29, 2018.  The motion PASSED unanimously. 
B. Invoices through Monday, July 30, 2018 – Corey Ginn moved and Peter Rioux seconded to approve 

the invoices through Monday, July 30, 2018.  The motion PASSED unanimously.  
 

Guest Speakers & Committee Reports – N/A 
Input from Citizens on Unscheduled Items – Joe Tyler thinks the plow contract should be brought up 
this year and not wait until next year to discuss it.  Councilor Clisham stated don’t they have another 
year on this contract.  Joe Tyler said he asked a question about if that can be brought up now as I don’t 
think it should go out to bid and get someone that doesn’t do a good job.  He further stated that 
Wellman’s does a great job and he would like to see them continue and not have to wait.  Councilor 
Clisham said we can put it on the next agenda.  Mary Anne Royal asked about a tree on the property 
between hers and her neighbors as it is a public safety issue and she would like the town to do something 
about it.  David Nason stated that the tree in question is not in the Town Right of Way.  For complete 
discussion refer to audio. 
  

Town Manager Presentation – N/A 
 



Schedule of Meetings 
A. Regular meeting of August 14, 2018* (Cancelled) 

Regular meeting of August 28, 2018* 
 

Accept Minutes 
A. Council Minutes July 17, 2018 – (signature book) – Corey Ginn moved and Peter Rioux seconded to 

accept the Council minutes as presented.  The motion PASSED unanimously. 
 
Scheduled Items: 
Old Business 

A. Ready for Consideration 
1. Winterport Sewerage Treatment Plant/Water Tower – (continued) – Councilor Rioux 

asked the attendees if they all knew about the special election for the Water Tower.  For 
complete discussion refer to audio. 

2.   
  

B. Pending further action 
1. Town Charter – Councilor Clisham – (continued) – N/A 
2. Town Manager Search – Councilor Ronco – Workshop Confirmation 8/7/18 at 7:00p.m. 

David Barrett MMA 
3. Public Works Discussion – Councilor Clisham – (continued) – N/A 

 
 

New Business 
1.   DM&J – Renewal of Solid Waste Contract - (Continued to 8/28/18) –   
2.   Conservation Committee – Appointments – List of Candidates – Peter Rioux moved 
and Corey Ginn seconded to appoint the individuals listed to the Conservation 
Committee.  The motion PASSED unanimously.  Mary Anne Royal asked the Council 
what the charge was from them to the Committee.  She further said what is it you want 
this Committee to do and mentioned a document that they were given that she put 
together.  Councilor Rioux said he really can’t remember what was on that and asked 
what they needed and that the Council could probably come up with something.  Kate 
Grossman said I don’t think you should do that by the seat of your pants.  Peter Rioux 
said if you have a list please bring it again.  Mary Anne Royal said I did that 4 weeks ago.  
Jake Metzler said he put his name in thinking that there was a description of what this 
Committee does.  What was the purpose of asking for nominations if there wasn’t a need 
for it.  Darryl Parker said I was at that meeting that Mary Anne Royal brought that up, it 
just needs to be rejuvenated.  Kate Grossman said I have an idea and we will have to set 
our own meeting and draft a document for the Council to sign.  Peter Rioux moved and 
Corey Ginn seconded to allow the Conservation Committee to come up with new 
guidelines.  The motion PASSED unanimously.  For complete discussion refer to audio. 
3.   CMP Pole  Permit – Boston Road #10300442378 – Peter Rioux moved and Corey 
Ginn seconded to sign the CMP pole permit.  The motion PASSED unanimously. 
4.  MMA Official Ballot – Legislative Policy Committee – Steven Clisham moved and 
Ann Ronco seconded to have the town Manager cast the MMA Ballot.  The motion 
PASSED unanimously. 
5.  MMA Official Ballot – Executive Committee – Steven Clisham moved and Ann 
Ronco seconded to have the town Manager cast the Executive Committee ballot.  The 
motion PASSED unanimously. 
5.  Kate Grossman – Blueberry Fields – Richard Phillips said he lived up on Blueberry 
Hill and that there currently is a lot of controversy.  He said I believe you reached an 
agreement with the people that lease the fields this year.  Councilor Cooper said yes.  
Councilor Ginn added that he is an organic harvester and that after he is done harvesting 
the townspeople can pick.  Mr. Phillips asked if you have gone behind a harvester and 
that this area was a gift to the town.  He further stated that he thinks this is awful that the 



people can’t pick.  Councilor Ginn stated that it was not feasible for the man to harvest it 
unless he got all of the area to harvest.  Mr. Phillips said this man comes from Frankfort 
and if you guys made this decision it is sad.   He read part of the deed and felt that there 
was a problem with having a sign posted saying keep off.  He continued and said you 
people should have made a deal with this man to make it work and that it’s about the 
people and not money.  Councilor Cooper said that the signs must come down.  
Councilor Rioux said to Mr. Phillips that you have the property next to the fields and he 
was sorry that that you felt that way as there was nothing sinister and it was a good 
opportunity for the town to have the land maintained.  Mr. Phillips asked if it was public 
knowledge as to how much the Town gets for the lease.  Councilor Rioux said we get 20-
25% of the proceeds and that the lease had been on the agenda.  Kate Grossman said that 
she had some concerns about limiting the picking.  She has remaining questions as to 
how we got to this point and who maintains the rest of the property up there as the 
Harvester only maintains the blueberry fields part of this land.  She further stated that she 
felt the Council would need Town Meeting consent for this.  Councilor Rioux asked Kate 
if the Charter gives them the authority and Kate answered No.  Councilor Rioux then said 
but if doesn’t say we can or cannot do it.  Kate said True but had other thoughts.  She 
then asked if the town’s attorney reviewed this and Councilor Rioux said probably not.  
Kate then asked if the Conservation Committee was consulted about the change in the 
lease.  Councilor Rioux said No.   Councilor Ronco asked what Kate’s main concern was 
with the blueberry fields.  Kate answered that her biggest concern was with the picking 
being taken away from the town’s people.  Councilor Ronco said the only thing they 
asked is that we wait until they harvested before letting people pick.  Councilor Clisham 
said he would like to respond to the Charter part of this as that is why the town went to a 
Council form of government and did you want everything to go back to town meeting for 
everything.  Councilor Ronco said that they need to talk with the Town Manager about 
the authority of doing this and would like it on the agenda for the next meeting.  
Councilor Rioux stated we are a conservative town.  Jake Metzler said it’s clear that our 
attorney did not review the lease.  For complete discussion refer to audio. 
6.  Village Roads Documentation – Councilor Clisham – Councilor Clisham mentioned 
that a comment made at the last meeting said that all village roads are 3 rod roads but that 
there is no documentation showing that.  Nothing is written down anywhere in the office 
and that some historical research is needed so that the town has something to go by in the 
future.  Jake Metzler mentioned sending out a letter along with the tax bills asking 
residents if they have any documentation about their roads.  Councilor Clisham asked that 
this item stay on the agenda.  For complete discussion refer to audio. 

 
Legal:   
Appointments: 
 
      1.  Planning Board Vacancy (1) – Councilor Rioux said Kate didn’t you want to be on the 
planning board?  Kate answered Yes. 

  
Correspondence/Significant Items 
 Outgoing 

    
1.                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 

Incoming 
1. DM&J – Metal payment #2299* 

Intent to Harvest Notification – Maine Forest Service #489585 - Noted 
2. DM&J – Acceptable & Unacceptable Recyclables – David Nason said that he knew 

there were still problems with our recycling and so we are paying so much to PERC.  He 
further recommended that the Council try and get people better educated about recycling.  



Mary Anne Royal said we need to get professional signs made for the items that can be 
recycled.  For complete discussion refer to audio. 

 
Minutes/Agendas:  

1. Waldo County Commissioners  – Court Session Minutes July 3, 2018 - Noted 
2. RSU#22 – Board of Directors Agenda August 1, 2018 - Noted 
3. RSU#22 – Board of Directors Minutes July 18, 2018 - Noted 

 
Communications: 

A. Town Manager’s Report - Noted  
B. Response to Council Questions – N/A 
C. Council Comments – N/A 

 
Signatures:  

Executive Session:  /  Adjourn:  Stephen Cooper moved to adjourn and Luke Chiavelli the town CEO 
asked if he could speak and Kate Grossman pointed out that he could not if the meeting was adjourned.  
Councilor Ronco moved and Councilor Rioux seconded to rescind the adjournment and instead enter 
into executive session to let Luke speak on a Personnel matter at 8:05 p.m.  The motion PASSED 
unanimously.  Stephen Cooper moved and Peter Rioux seconded to adjourn from executive session at 
8:15 p.m.  The motion PASSED unanimously.  Councilor Ronco then requested that an executive 
session be placed on the next Council agenda to discuss a personnel issue.  Stephen Cooper moved and 
Ann Ronco seconded to adjourn at 8:17 p.m.  The motion PASSED unanimously. 

 
NOTE:   
Dates & Time of other meetings between July 31, 2018 & August 28, 2018 
Meetings: Planning Board 8/16/18, Cemetery Committee 8/22/18, Recreation Committee 8/21/18  
Assessors 8/8/18 
Training & Days Off:   Phil Vacation 7/30-8/2  Maureen Vacation 8/3 & 8/6 
 
 
____________________________________              _____________________________________ 
Stephen Cooper                                                              Ann Ronco 
 
 
____________________________________              _____________________________________ 
Steven Clisham                                                               Corey Ginn 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Peter Rioux 


